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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, MILI, LE 

SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT AGAINST FOREIGN MINISTER BOUTROS 

1 . 1 HAVE JUST (MARCH 29) COME FROM VISIT TO FOREIGN 
MINISTER FOUAD BOUTROS'S RESIDENCE IN ASHRAFIYAH. HE 
LIVES IN VERY ELEGANT APARTMENT ON TOP TWO FLOORS 
(SIXTH AND SEVENTH) OF HIS OWN BUILDING. BOMB WAS SET 
OFF IN HALLWAY JUST OUTSIDE SERVICE ENTRANCE ON 
SEVENTH FLOOR. EXPLOSION RIPPED OUT MOST OF PARTITION 
WALLS ON THAT FLOOR AND SHATTERED EVERY WINDOW ON 
BOTH FLOORS. BOMB WAS NOT IN ELEVATOR AS ORIGINALLY 
ANNOUNCED, BUT WAS NEXT TO ELEVATOR SHAFT, AND 
ELEVATOR CAR PRACTICALLY DESTROYED. THERE WAS 
CONSIDERABLE DESTRUCTION ON SIXTH FLOOR AS WELL, 

WHERE THE BOUTROSES WERE SLEEPING, BUT THEIR 
BEDROOMS WERE FORTUNATELY AT OTHER END OF 
APARTMENT FROM SERVICE ENTRANCE. 

2. 1 TOLD BOUTROS THAT WE HAD HEARD PEOPLE WERE 
MUTTERING THREATS AGAINST HIM BUT REALLY DID NOT 
THINK ANYONE WOULD GO THAT FAR. I ASKED HIM WHAT 
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HAPPENED TO GUARD ON BUILDING, AND HE REPLIED THAT 
THERE HAD NOT BEEN ONE. THEY DID NOT EVEN LOCK 
THEIR DOORS. HE SAID THAT HE HAD NO PERSONAL ENEMIES 
AND COULD NOT IMAGINE THAT ANYONE WOULD TRY TO 
KILL HIM. HE HAS NOW. SOMEWHAT BELATEDLY, 

INSTALLED GUARDS. 
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3. WHILE BOMBING COMES IN CONTEXT OF OPEN 
OPPOSITION TO CHANGE IN ARMY COMMAND WHICH IS 
HEADED BY CHAMOUN AND BECHIR GEMAYEL WING OF 
PHALANGE, VIEWS ARE DIVIDED AS TO WHETHER IT WAS 
WORK OF DISGRUNTLED ARMY PERSONNEL OR POLITICAL 
EXTREMISTS. IN ANY EVENT IT ILLUSTRATES CURRENT 
LEVEL OF CIVIC IRRESPONSIBILITY AND LENGTHS TO 
WHICH CURRENT POLITICAL ILL WILL CARRIES PEOPLE. 
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